Where on Earth is Hart

Class works to.
 research, place
buildings on
Google Earth

by Mike Peterson ‘,
“Edltor RN

HARTFORD - At 4 time of
year when senjoritis and spring

. Tever are rampant, Mike Hathorn; .
is pretty sure

] 'klds oy
AL the end of thls class
they’ve got 15 minutes to get to’
. where they need t6 be next, but
you’ll see them still sitting here-
.working away,” he says, :

“Around the toom; students are |

focused. - on-- their computer
- screens;’ talking qu:etly as they
share problems and tips:but cod-
~ tinuing 10 Werk’ ti;rdughoutﬁ the
-~ class mﬁlxhttle‘_, ction from

the course he’s
team-teachmg with - Woody *
Rothe is gettmg through to the _

sofve an issue with her model of the

Polka l;lot Diner, (:me,t)iwl'lgqn B ;grigltlon of: the;otﬂce bmldlng that
.stands on the side Qf the Twin' -ru;t quldmg

mstruction gomg on earher in the
:f_course,n until -the students began
this . to master-both the subject matter
i '; _J:m@nd the figcessary tcchnology

: The subject matter is the his-

g “See GOOGLE page A5

GOOGLE from A1

~ history of Hartford, and, in this-
first year of the course, specifi-
cally that of White River
Junction. -

The technology is “Google
SketchUp,” an application which
allows students to create three-
dimensional models' of White
River Junction -buildings with
historic significance, then upload.
them so they appear on Google.
Earth. o
The course is credited as
social studies but while both

teachers are certified for that

area, Hathorn’s 's'pecialty is tech-
nology while Rothe’s is English. -
It took two years for them to cre-
ate this combination of research )
and creation;, inclading both cur-

riculum lanmng and grant-wnt— .
d - Mascoma National Bank’s foun-

ing.
. The results, whlch catt be seen
not only on ‘Google. Earth but in
greater depth at www.creating-
hartfordvt.com, combine their
Google Earth map enhancements

with short write-nps:on:the higto-- .

“.-':_het favorite: subject, she was
videos of oral’ hxstol‘jf ijterviews _::_._"mof%areluctant than: her
- parther, "Nikita Wilson, to jump

ry of the bulldmgs, tqgethcr with

with a variety of localesidents.

There’s even a video of the.
first V-8 engine in América,
which was in a- locally owned
Cadillac that is now in- Falrlee- -

and which was starﬁad up for the'z,, .

student videographers. Other
specific topics being covered are
‘the hurricane of 1938, the flood
of 1927 and the 494, the train

River Junction (and now graces
Google Earth as well).

Rothe and Hathorn are excited
by thé success they have had in
bringing the outside: community
into their classroom, and in
bringing their students into that
community.

Enhancing Google Earth was
the topic of a ‘conteést in which

- college students .créated their -
~ own.campuses using the téchnol-

ogy, and which was won by

- Dartnmiouth students, “Jess. Cxlago,

who graduated last June, was:on
that team and.has been acting as
a technical advisor to the stu-
dents. c

They’ve also had help frg:m
the - Hartford Historical*Society

and CATV cable -access, while

Don Cook of Tele Atlas original-
ly suggested the project and

dation underwrote the iMag and

“other computers needed for the

specific technology being used.
Kim Fedele sits .working to

complete the Polka Dot Diner,

and admits that, although math is

ject

in,on the technical side. “I was

' 'mostly doing the research; she

was domg the buildmg," she
says T

three buildings, so Wilson creat-
ed Railroad Row, the building

now on the site of the Interstate

Tire building, while they. got

that graces downtown White - used to the process Now, while "‘

Fedele works on the Polka Dot,
Wilson is completing the build-
ing that is currently used for
office space where the Twin
State Fruit building once stood.
“It really isn’t that hard,” she
says, as she shows how she was
able to place the three-dimen-
sional Railroad Row building

"-_;‘onto the Google Earth- fsatelhte_
photo of thie lot.  +- - -

Tt involved photographmg the.
building from all sides and
researching its history, but much
of the actual creation was eased
by Google SketchUp, which pro-
vides a siding template. “1 just
had to match the color,” Wilson
says. “We took a lot of photos, .
but the only one I used was the
sign. The rest I was able td‘_ get
from Google SketchUp.”

- ‘Both seniors are headed for
college in the fall; Fedele is
going to UVM, while Wilson is
facing the modern dilemma of
choosing between the expensive
college she really wants or a less
expensive school. -

But the future will have to |
wait for the past: They've got
two more buildings to oomplete_
andupload. . . LT

F}ch téam is responSIble for |}




